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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 8428 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAIR (CHKALOVETAL), UR, US 

SUBJ: SOVIET TRANSPOLAR FLIGHT COMMEMORATIVE 

REF: STATE 141211 

1. FEDOSEYEV, DEPUTY CHIEF MFA USA DIVISION, PHONE POLITICAL 
COUNSELOR TO ASK FOR USG "GOOD OFFICES" RE SOVIET TRANSPOLAR 
FLIGHT SCHEDULED TO LEAVE 1000 A.M. MOSCOW TIME JUNE 18. 
FEDOSEYEV SAID SOVIETS HAD RECEIVED ALL U.S. CLEARANCES FOR 
FLIGHT AND THAT ALL VISAS HAD BEEN ISSUED, BUT THAT AUTHORIZA- 
TION FOR OVERFLYING CANADIAN TERRITORY NOT RECEIVED. FEDOSEYEV 
SAID SOVIETS WOULD APPRECIATE USG ASSISTANCE ON THIS MATTER. 

2. EMBOFF CALLED CANADIAN DCM SHORTLY THEREAFTER TO CLARIFY 
PROBLEM. DCM TOLD EMBOFF THAT CANADIAN EMBASSY HAD HEARD OF 
MATTER ONLY TODAY BUT THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT OVERFLIGHT PER- 
MISSION HAD BEEN REQUESTED BY SOVIETS IN OTTAWA JUNE 3. 

CANADIAN EMBASSY HAS SENT URGENT CABLE TO OTTAWA ASKING FOR 
RESPONSE, BUT APPARENTLY WITHOUT RECOMMENDING APPROVAL. FYI: 
CANADIAN DCM SAID SOVIETS HAD DENIED PERMISSION FOR OVERFLIGHTS 
OF SOVIET POLAR TERRITORY IN PAST, ONCE INVOLVING FLIGHT WITH 
PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU. 
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